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Quincy Preserves will present the 37th annual fall

architectural tour, Behind Closed Doors, on Saturday, October

20, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. This year’s tour will

feature six residences and a church representing various

architectural styles.

This years tour includes:
1. 900 Madison: 1887 Queene Anne

2. 1501 Kentucky: 1912 Craftsman Bungalow

3. 1122 N. 10th (Enter from alley on Cherry St.: 1891 

renovated commercial between 10th and 11th Streets.) 

4. 117 N. 7th (Park on either Vermont or Jersey : Benya Mid 

Century Modern church and enjoy the beautiful cars along 

your walk.) 

5. 2436 Country Club Drive N.: 1952 Mid Century Modern

6. 814 Country Club Drive E.: 1956‐57 Mid Century Modern

7. 1843 Grove: 1898 Queen Anne/Shingle

Advance tickets will be available and may be purchased for

$12.00 at the following locations: Granite Bank Gallery (428

Maine Street), Kirlin’s Hallmark (Quincy Mall and 534 Maine Street),

Quincy Society of Fine Arts (300 Civic Center Plaza), Adam Florist

(135 North Fifth Street), and Emerald City Jewelers (3326

Broadway). In Hannibal, tickets may be purchased at the offices of

Dempsey, Dempsey and Moellring (716 Broadway). Tickets will also

be available for $15.00 at any of the tour locations on the day of the

tour. Proceeds from this event will fund preservation projects and

education in the Quincy area.

Additional information is available on the Quincy Preserves

website www.quincypreserves.org, Quincy Preserves on

Facebook, or you may contact the tour Chairpersons Gina Druffel

(217) 653‐0649 and Angela Sloan ( 217) 617‐2747.

Quincy Preserves thanks the owners of the tour sites for their

generous participation in this fall event.

Behind Closed Doors 2012

"A man builds a fine house; and now he has a master, and a
task for life; he is to furnish, wash, show it, and keep it in
repair, the rest of his days."

—Ralph Waldo Emerson, Society and Solitude:

Works and Days, 1870 (US essayist & poet)
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1843 Grove 814 Country Club Drive E.

Future Newsletters
Members, please note: This will be the

last “printed” Quincy Preserves newsletter.
All future newsletters will be provided
through email distribution. If we do not have
your current email, please forward that to us
at moreinfo@quincypreserves.org.



Quincy Preserves awarded $500.00 scholarships to two area

students.  Katie Churchill Lentz and Madison Steinkamp were

named recipients of the seventh annual scholarships.

Katie is the daughter of Ed and Carla Lentz and a 2012

graduate of Quincy Senior High School. She is attending Tulane

University with a major in Biology.   

Madison is the daughter of John and Karon Steinkamp and a

2012 graduate of Quincy Notre Dame High School. She is

attending Kendall College in Chicago with a double major of

Culinary Arts and Business.

The winners were selected by a committee of board

members. Applicants submitted an application form, official

transcripts, two teacher recommendations, and an essay in

response to a question on a historic preservation topic. The

goal of the Quincy Preserves scholarship program is to raise

awareness among youth in Adams County.  
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Mid-Century Modern

Quincy Preserves held its annual picnic at Riverview Park on

Tuesday evening, June 19th. The picnic, a favorite summertime

event, was well attended by members and their guests. Everyone

enjoyed a delicious meal of fried chicken and a wonderful variety

of side dishes and desserts brought by the attendees. 

After the meal, a short meeting was held with board

members reporting on business and upcoming events.  

Special guests were Madison Steinkamp and Katie Churchill

Lentz, the winners of the Quincy Preserves scholarships this

year. Don Schwartz, board member and chairman of the

scholarship committee, introduced them and presented  their

certificates.  Madison and Katie each spoke briefly to the group

about their plans for college.      

Lynn Snyder, board member and historian, gave an

enlightening presentation on the history of the parks system in

Quincy.  She had prepared several pictures and maps and had

them on display. 

Vickie Dempsey, board president, thanked everyone and

encouraged participation in supporting historic architecture

and preservation in Quincy.  

Riverside Park - The Site Of Annual Picnic

Remember the first time you were in an antique shop and

saw one of your childhood toys for sale?  That’s the way

many of us feel about the architecture of the 1950s and

1960s.  It can’t possibly be significant because it is new… and

young … like us … gulp! The fact is, that Mid‐Century Modern

Architecture is currently of great interest in the historic

preservation world and a passion with many younger home

buyers!  In a nod to this growing interest, our Fall Homes

Tour is going to feature two Mid‐Century Modern houses and

our outstanding St. Boniface Church.

Quincy Preserves member Steve Holowicki is passionate

about Mid‐Century Modern architecture and blogs on the

subject.  He writes that Quincy is home to a excellent

collection of Mid‐Century Modern architecture. The Bank of

America building at Broadway and 24th and the Blessing

Hospital building at Broadway and 14th are good

commercial examples of  the style. There’s an entire

neighborhood of Mid‐Century Modern homes bordered by

State, Maine, 24th Street and 30th Street.

The style has roots dating back to the late 1940s. Dutch

Modern and Mid‐Century Modern furniture evolved from the

Deco Revival or Streamlined Moderne styles that were

popular in the late 1940s and very early 1950s. As the

decade proceeded, industrial designers and furniture

designers used geometrical shapes and fused the

streamlined design to create the Moderne style. Examples of

Moderne include Arne Jacobsen’s Egg Chair and Howard

Miller’s Ballclock. During this same period, Herman Miller

experimented with molded fiberglass to create a variety of

shapes in home furnishings.

Mid‐Century Modern architecture became famous in the

fifties and sixties through the works of architects such as Eero

Saarinen, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and Minoru Yamasaki, who

inspired some of the most prolific Danish Architecture styles of

that period. The World Trade Center designed by Yamasaki was

an excellent example. It was an all‐encompassing style. In the

Frank Lloyd Wright tradition, Architects designed office

buildings, houses, furniture and even appliances. Mid‐Century

Modern remained the mainstream style into the 1970s when it

waned and was replaced by tinted cylindrical buildings and

simpler boxy styles.

Today, as these structures meet “fifty years old” mandate

for being officially recognized as historic by the National

Trust for Historic Preservation, architects and historians

have been moving quickly to write nominations and secure

tax credits to save these buildings.  As with most recently‐

lapsed styles, for the past twenty years, the latest generation

of architects and corporate decision makers have viewed

these structures as ugly. Mid‐Century Modern buildings

were demolished in huge numbers. 

Mid‐Century Modern architecture is testament to a time

when women wore pillbox hats and ashtrays were

commonplace in public places. There were no earth tones, or

pseudo‐neoclassic styles. Lime Green and turquoise were en

vogue as was blonde, tapered, brass‐capped legged

furniture. Quincy Preserves celebrates the Mid‐Century

Modern architecture in our community.  Be sure to see our

outstanding examples on the Fall Homes Tour.

Quincyans interested in preserving the downtown's

architectural heritage can possibly obtain financial assistance

through the Quincy Preserves Facade Program.  This program

has been in existance for some 20 years, and has helped

numerous downtown building owners in structural renovations

and restorations.  The Program's purpose is to provide financial

assistance for the restoration of period architectural design

details on building facades.

The Facade Program is available for older commercial

structures located within the boundaries of Front to 12th Streets

and from Broadway to State Streets.  Some of the guidelines are

that a building must have been built before 1940, monetary

assistance is available only for facade work, and a working plan

must be completed and approved by Quincy Preserves prior to

work being started.  Proposed work must re‐create (as much as

possible) a facade typical of the time period in which the building

was constructed. 

The Facade Program can possibly provide assistance of up to

50% of a project's costs.  The first 50% of the project's costs must

come from the building owner, 25% can come as an outright

grant, and the final 25% can take the form of a low interest (3%)

loan.  Total grant and loan assistance is limited to $50,000 per

project, and the amount of financial assistance is of course

dictated by funds available.

Most recently, Quincy Preserves has provided financlal

assistance to facade renovations for One Restaurant and Bar at

600 Hampshire Street, a group of business buildings at 725 to

733 Hampshire, the restaurant structure at 613 to 619

Hampshire, and buildings at 110 North 5th Street and 117 North

4th Street.  Since September of 2005, Quincy Preserves in the

Facade Program has provided grants totaling over $92,000 and

loans of over $86,000. 

Quincy Preserves, in partnership with the Historic Quincy

Business District (HQBD), can provide owners interested in

building facade restoration with design and application

assistance.  Queries can be sent to the Quincy Preserves address

or by contacting the Program Chairperson ‐ all contact

information is available in this Newsletter.

Quincy Preserves Facade Program

Join us for Quincy Preserves' first ever Christmas Loft Tour

December 1st, noon to 4:00 pm.

Learn the histories of select architecturally‐significant

commercial buildings that surround Washington Park and the

downtown area. Tour the unconventional living areas of these

historic buildings. $12 advance ticket $15 day of the tour.

This event is being held in conjunction with the Quincy

Historic Business District's Christkindlmarket. Inspired by

German tradition, this open air market will include unique

shopping, music, German food and beer. The festival will be held

December 1st and 2nd.

First Christmas Loft Tour

Quincy Preserves Awards Scholarships

From left to right: Katie Churchill Lentz, Don SwartzScholarship and
Membership Chair of Quincy Preserves, and Madison Steinkamp.


